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MHIilLLIAM HICKLING DeCOSTA, Son of Ezetiel Carver 
8 jnMH ""'^ Elizabeth DeCosta, was bom in Charlestown, Mftssn.- 
^UKli cliusetts, October 15th, 1825, and died otMedford. July 
1st, 1S78. On one side, his remote ancestora were tbe 
Portuguese DaOostaa, some of 'whom were nnvigators on the Atlantic 
before Colnnibns, and prominently connected with the Portugneae 
insular poanessions. A traditioa has been handed down, to the effect 
that an ancestor of one of Ihe female branches of the family was in 
the ship of Columbus on his first Toyage. Represeutntives of the 
family passed into France, and settled at Eouen. where they became 
not only French but HnKwenota, and warm tidvooat^s of the ProteB- 
tant Faith. ITiton Oie Revocation of the Edict of NnntcH, they fled, 
passing into England andtheueetoAmei-ica, Isaac De('osta settlingat 
Boston in 1699, and maiTjing Mai-y Temple. At the Kevohition, 
part of tlie family sided with the King, and took their way to Annaji- 
olis, Nova Scotia. In New York, another symiiathiser with the Boyal 
cause sold tea to Mangle Minthonie, contrniy to law, Mr. Minthumo 
being duidt witb, but oiiCitping with ii soiacivbiit Immblii apology. 



On the Hiokting aide, the deceased mis English, and of the same 
stock M WiHifun HicUing Prescott, the Hiatoriui. In EngUnd the 
Hicklings are traced for three hnndred years. The Puritan element 
entered the English line through Bobert Cnrrer, of Utirshfield, who 
came over in 1638. The Roman Catholic element whs revived by Mr. 
DeCosta'n Annt, Mar^ Behecoa Theresa DeCostA, knonn in Religion 
tts Sister 8te. Claire. This person waa the first Novice received into 
the commnnitj of Boston Ursulines,*and iraa a member of the Order 
at Monnt Benedict at the time the Convent was destroyed bj an ig- 
norant mob. 

Mr. DeOnsta paffied from the schools of his native oily, to enter 
upon fresh training in connection with that school which lias formed 
so many men tor nsefulness, the Presa. For a series of years he 
stndiedtlieprofeBsionof Journalism inconnection with the "Old Col- 
ony Memorial," atPlymonth. Eventnally, however, being allnred by 
the hope of fortime, he embarked npnn the tide of emigration that 
set oat towards California in 1849, thus being amongst the early pio- 
neers who laid the foundations of modem society within the Golden 
Gates, tte reached Sin Francisco by sailing around Cape Horn in 
the "Duxbnty,"delayinKnt points of interest like Bio Janeiro and 
Juan Fernandez, and passing alongfhe Coast' of Pern, which his father 
visited in 1820. Ttie voynge occupied about six tnontlin, the tedium 
being relieved by editing a pen-nnd-ink newspaper that appeared from 
week to week, to whicli he contributed sprifiliHy nrlirles in prnse and 
verse. One number was brouRht ont at Jimn Fernandez. 

Upon renehing Snii Fmncisen, the ship, nwned by n compnny n( 
AsHOfiatoH, of whom he moile one, was ubniiJuiied and left to decaf, 




the must of the adventurers resorting nt once to the mines. Mr. Ve- 
Coeta. divided his time ttetween Mining tmd Journalism, at one i>eriod 
having oliarge of a department of a ilnily paper on which Bnyard 
Taylor was a reporter, Dr. Ewer, now a clergy mon of New York, being 
one of tlie eJitors. 

In CAliforiiiu Ite ivas joined by liis life-long friend, Daniel Williams, 
early associated with him at Plymouth, who followed him around Cape 
Horn and shared his experience in El Dorae/o. With improved for* 
tunes, tliey finally set nut for home, by the wtiy of Panama. At 
Jamaoia, Mr. DeCoata was left behind, and Mr. Williams came on 
nlone. The next steamer, however, reunited the two fiieuds in 
Charlestowu. 

Having now, in some measure, satisfied the love of adventure, they 
formed a legal copartnership and established the Clim-leatown Aiherli- 
tm; Eventuidly Mr. Williams studied Law, and was admitted to the 
Bar of Massaohuiwtts, while his old friend continued to edit the Ad- 
vei-tiaei' tor about twenty -live years; though not without the frequent 
and valued aid of Mr. Williams, who still cnntinnes to employ bis 
graceful and tacila pen in oouneotion with the public press. In m52 
lie married Ann Augustn Dfnneu, having one son and two daughters. 

Mr. DnCostii was appointed Postmaster of Charleatown by President 
Lincoln, which ofBce he filled for eight years, to the great satisfaction 
of liiB fellow'citizcns, and the Dpi>arlment, Mr. DeCosta had com- 
paratively a few intimate friends, although he enjoyed an exten- 
sive Bcqiiaiutiince, but his strong friendship liegan with early lite and 
continneil utibioken to the end. In his career of jonrualiain, he en- 
couutfrcd those feolinenof iiartisnn prt'jndiue which ate likely to arise 



between men in hent^d political times, but these poseed away vitb t1 
oecasionB that engenilered them. To iudieate bow superfcinl after 
ftll are tlie T&rionceB whieb spring up amongBt pnblic men, it may be 
menti(med here that the flowers placed upon tbe poflln of the deeeased 
were bronght by the I'epi'esentativeof the rival local press, alsoidenti- 
flert witb th^ opposition in nntinnal politica. 

Many who were repelled and prejndked by the surface of reserve, 
which was one of liia strong peculiaritiea, iu time found their way he- 
nenth it, and leanied to know and respect the deep, honorable and 
Bterlingqnalitiesof bis oharactar, and wondered that they abould have 
b?en hidden from them for any time. 

DnriuK tbe last years of Mr. DeCosta'a life, financial troubles caiuB 
thickly upon him, as upon thousands of othei-a, and bis closing days 
were overshadowed by that solicitude which, uuder similar circum- 
Htfliiees, every thoughtful head of a family must feel; yetthereremnin- 
ed to him a source of tender consolation in the deep and strong affec- 
tions which clustered around him and clung to him to the last, even 
reltellingftttlie tbouglit of separation. He was a loving son, and one 
over whom bent a mother of more than four-score yejjrs, who hod lin- 
gered in the expectation of seeing him spared to smooth lier own 
path to the grave. He was a tender and afFectiouate husband and 
father, ami a warm, tnie and unswerving friend. 

There are many, ontsidc of his own immediate relatives, missing 
liiui from the tlaily wnlks of busy life, who will aympathize with them 
iu their licreavement, and echo tbe tender words of auither; 



Mr. t>eCosta was a man of ainguliir industry, uncommon persevet- 
mice and great decittiou. In conducting the press, he never took 
counsel of fenr. 

It sometimes occurs that, otter a wasting eii:knesa, followed by death, 
the character of the individual takes full possession of the Eeaturas, 
which then epitomize the life. Such was the uaae with him of whom 
we writt. As he lay in the coffin, awaiting tiie last rites, qiiiet and 
peaceful as though reposing in sleep, and with those hands, bo acmiH- 
tomed to the sacrament of Toil, forever at rest, the soul seemed to 
have retnrned, lighting up hie countenance with the most remarknble 
eocpreseion, and bnnging out the whole character of the man. 

Tlie temperament of Mr. DeCosta was eminently cheerful, his man- 
ners simple and iinostentaticus. He was quick to exjiose and denounce 
pubho wrongs, ond firm in his support of Republican institutions. 
Remarkably fond of Nature, hia favorite recreations were found in 
connection with his rod and gun. The Angler's Club was one of the 
few AsBooiations with which, tcohnically, he was connected. In the 
old forests around Plymouth, in the pathless wUds of the Adii-ondacka, 
or upon the Ocean, he was always at home. In the weekly rambles, 
which he was accustomed to take with his family in the Medtord 
woods, he felt a certain nearness to Nature's heart, observing all her 
moods and being sensible to her admonition h. 

After just six mouths of severe and uiiremitted suffering, endured 
vAtii gentle patience and fortitude, and marked by the most delicat« 
thOQghttnlness and consideration for those who found it a privilege 
to minister to him in his last hours, he passed away. Noth withstand- 
ing tlie many warnings, the end was sudden, and, at the moment, 



nnexpeoted. At the evening honr, Death suddenly stole in, and with- 
out a Btmggle, hia calm, conrageons spirit was borne away. 

The f uif eral service, accordiog ta the Bitnal of the Protectant Epis- 
copal Charch, waa aoid at the familj' residence in Medford, bj his old 
friend and Paster the Bev. Thomas B. Lambert, 8. T. D. , BectM- of St. 
John's Church, Charlestown; assisted by the Bev, Julius H. Ward, 
acting for the Sector of Grace Church, Medfoid, who was absent in 
Europe. 

The family and numerous friends foUowed the cemaios to Mount 
Aubnm, where the representatives of the Charlestown Lodge of Odd 
Fellows rendered the simple and beautiful service customary at the 
grave of members of the Brotherhood. 

Some things that the subject of this brief Uemoir toiled iix were 
tiot gained, yet a great truth underlies the family lUotto: 

"Te&t which is Dkfbbbbd is »07 Lost." 




